Who falling out with 50 or this, 
5 finding ſomewhat ſtill amis, 
Compound for ſins they are inclin'd to, 


damning thoſe they have no mind to. 
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os EPH ADBISON, Eſq; was cer- 
J tainly drunk, when he laid it down 
as a maxim, in one of his ſpectators, that 
a perfect tragedy is the nobleſt produ- 
« ion of human nature.“ His opinion, 
I know, but too univerſally prevails; and 
I am aware of the dangers that attend 
writing againſt received maxims. The 
voice of the people, is juſtly held to be 
the voice of God ; and the author eſcapes 
well, who ſuffers no greater loſs than his 
reputation, for having openly contradict- 
ed the notions of the venerable multitude, 
Yet, fromT don't know what motive, whe- 
ther it be the love of truth, or a regard to 
the welfare of my fellow citizens, I feel an 
irreſiſtible inclination to write againſt the 
favourite tragedy of Douglas, and endea- 
your to prove, by reaſons that ſeem un- 
anſwerable to me, that the author of that 
much extolPd piece deſerves to be ſtigma- 
88 © tized, 
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tized, and his performance to be publick- 
ly burnt by the hands of the hangman. 
And perhaps it may be found, after I 
have executed my charitable deſign, that 
the majority are not on the fide the world 
imagines. 'Thegreateſt part of the rich and 
gay, indeed, will always have a pride in 
Porting what they believe to be the 
moſt rational, elegant, and refined of all 
entertainments. But in this country of 
freedom, where every man has a right to 
chuſe his opinion in all matters, ſacred and 
prophane; and where the bulk of people 
are ſilent, rather becauſe they do not 
know what to ſay, than thro? any defect 
in the paſſions ; Iam next to certain, that 
I ſhall be able to open ſuch an univerſal 
cry againſt this minion of perſons of rank 
and taſte, as ſhall forever condemn him 
and all his works, paſt, . preſent and future, 
not to oblivion, . but to perpetual infamy 
and diſgrace. ok | 
And having the trumpet to ſound, as it 
were, to ſo great a body as the vulgar of 
my native country, 1 muſt, be allowed the 
liberty of uſing a conſiderable variety of 
notes, that, if it, be poſſible, I may hit 
the tone of every puppy in the pack; that 
is to ſay, (to deſcend from the * 
| ſtile, 
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ſtile, which I abhor) I will muſter up 


ſuch a number of arguments, as cannot 


fail, one or other of them, to reach con- 
viction to every true presbyterian in Scot- 
land: Nor ſhall T trouble myſelf much a- 
bout their conſiſtency with each other; for 
expect that every candid reader will be 
contented with that argument that hits 
his own fancy, and leave the reſt to his 
neighbours; trays rememberins, that my 
work is ſanctiſied by the ſincere deſign 


of opening the eyes of my deluded coun- 
trymen, and warning them to ſhun the 


paths that lead to perdition. 

And here J ſhall omit all general decla · 
mations againſt the ſtage, for I aim only 
at particulars, I do indeed believe it to be 
an invention of the devil, and I cannot 
deny that it has always been ſupported by 
his agents: I know it is pernicious to the 
morals of men, and altogether inconſiſtent 
with true religion. But as J likewiſe be- 
lieve, that puppet-ſhews, ballads in dia- 
logue, romances, fictions of pocts, not 
to mention muſick, and painting, and 
whatever elſe imitates the paſſions and man- 
ners of men, abſolutely unlawful, and 
tend to make us in love with lying vanities; 
and yet am not fully inſtructed in the _ 
ra 
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ral taſtes of my fellow- citizens; I do not 
chuſe to cut down all the courts of Eu- 
rope in a box, and Sir William Wallace 
Wight, and the Pilgrim's progreſs, and 


Jach the giant-killer, together with the 
whole works of Henry Overton, at a ſin- 
gle blow ; left I ſhould diſoblige many good 
and worthy friends, and provoke them to a 
diſlike of the whole of my following argu- 


ments. Beſides, Iam juſtified in this prudent 


meaſure by ſome great and reverend exam- 
ples; for as the learned and pious clergy of 
this city, of whatever party or faction, 
(tor fear of giving offence J ſuppoſe) have 
winked for many years at the diverſions 
of the theatre, and permitted the moſt 
virtuous matrons, and tender virgins,' to 
repair to that ſhop of iniquity unreprov'd, 


reſerving the fire of their zeal till it ſhould 
be blown up by motives purely eccleſiaſti- 
cal: Inlike manner, it is wile in me, their 


humble diſciple and imitator, to wave the 
gencral argument, and apply my whole 
force in one direction againſt the celebrated 
tragedy of Douglas. 85 

In the firſt place, there is hardly a ſingle 
word of this admir'd piece true, from the 
beginning to the end of it; for tho? there 
was a paper printed under the title of 2% 
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full and true hiſtory, I can eaſily prove 


that it is all an invention, and perfectly 
inconſiſtent with the thread of Scottiſh 


+ hiſtory. As for inſtance, he makes the 
landing of the Danes to have been in Eaſt- 
Lothian; whereas, in reality, it was in the 
ſhire of Air, and at the very town calPd 


by that name. Our author, I preſume, 


haas falſified this important fact, to flatter the 


gentlemen and farmers of that rich coun- 


; ty to ſupport his play. In chronology 
too he has made a palpable error, when he 


.- repreſents his hermit as alive at the time of 
this invaſion of the Danes; and yet ſays, 
that in his youth he was a ſoldier under 
that warlike prince Godfrey of Boulogne. 
One would have imagined that after the juſt 
and ſevere cenſures that have been paſt on 

the Latin poet Virgil, for ſuch an error in 


chronology, our author might have ta- 


ken warning. But the preſumption and fol- 


ly of poets is infinite. —Thus it appears, 


that our boaſted poet, is either entirely 
ignorant of the hiſtory of his own coun- 


try, or has wilfully falſified many impor- 


tant facts, ſo that he muſt be conſider'd 
as a diſgrace to his profeſſion, and country, 
either by his ignorance, or want of veracity. 
I have only touch'd upon the points 
| that 
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good tragedy. Now, (not to dwell on 


(0) 
that are material; and can eaſieſt be gif: 
proved; for every other circumſtance of 
the ſtory is the fiction of his own idle 
brain, and contriv'd on purpoſe to deceive; 
And what a groſs immorality is implied 
in ſuch an action, I need not explain to 
any perſon who is acquainted with the 
firſt principles of religion. Nor is it any 
excule for, but a high aggravation of his 
crime, that the whole ſtory is wrought up 
in ſuch artful language; and made to have 
{o much ſimilitude to truth, that many 
perſons of judgment and ſolidity, and o- 
therwiſe of reſpectable characters, have 
been ſeen to weep bitterly at the repreſen- 
tation of it! waſting thoſe precious tears, 
that ought not to be ſhed but on the ſe- 
rious contemplation of human vanity, or 
occaſions of real diſtreſs. And indeed I 
think it can be imputed to nothing but di- 
abolieal art, and the influence of that ſpirit, 
who lies in wait to ſubvert human reaſon, 
that men of ſound minds can be brought 


to weep at events that never happened, 


and bewail the misfortunes of perſons who 
never exiſted. 2 20 15 

Another reaſon is, that the tragedy of 
Douglas is reported to be what they call a 


the 


(( 


the contradiction in terms, for one may as 
well (ay, a good hypocrite, or a good atheiſt, 
as a good tragedy) ſuppoling the tragedy 
oft Douglas to contain nothing but good 
ſentiments to repreſent good characters, 
to have a good moral tendency, to paint 
virtue as amiable, and vice as odious 
in ſhort to have a good effect upon the 
minds of the whole audience, which is 
granting as much as ever was ask'd; 
yet, for the ſake of theſe excellencies, 
if there was no other reaſon, ought 
this piece to be publickly burnt by the 
hands of the hangman. | 
And here I muſt be allowed to uſe a 
figure, not uncommon with authors of e- 
minent fame; the aſſuming of that to be 
true, which I formerly declin*d to prove, 
from reaſons of prudence : for it is neceſ- 
ſary for me now, to have it taken for grant- 
ed, that ſtage plays, and all dramatic en- 
tertainments are abſolutely unlawtul, and 
directly contrary to the word of God: or 
at leaſt, it muſt be admitted me, that they 
do infinitely more evil than good; for al- 
tho? matters of this kind are {aid to depend 
on very nice calculations, yet I ſee clear- 
ly, that the bad conſequences of conſtant 
attendance at the theatre, are many and 
2 B various; 
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various; whereas I perceive not one ſingle 


advantage to be gain'd by frequenting that 
temple of vanity, Now fince it would 
be for the benefit of mankind that the 
ſtage was aboliſhed, he who attempts to 
reform it, by writing within the rules of 
decency and virtue, is to be confider'd as 
a public enemy, who takes pains to gild 
4 poiſonous pill, in order to allure you to 
your: ruin; and deſerves equal praiſe with 
thoſe | conquerors of the earth, who by 
mild and equitable laws, have reconciled 
the conquer'd to the Joſs of their liberty. 
Whereas it is to be wiſh'd, that no piece 
were ever perform'd in the theatre, but 
what is ſhocking to humanity, and alto- 
gether abominable and deteſtable, that 
the people at laſt might be provok'd to 


drive it and all its curſed contents to hell, 


from whence it came. And for this rea- 


on I ſuppoſe it was, that the church of 


Scotland in ancient times made a law, pro- 
hibiting any of its members to form the plot 
of a play upon any part of ſcripture hiſto- 
ry, leſt the people ſhould have been in- 
ſenſibly led to favour the plays themſelves, 
for the ſake of that good book from which 
theyiovere taken 

My next reaſon, which is level to the 
e 1 capacity 
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capacity of infinite numbers, .and which 
J am certain will do great execution, is, 
that the ſuppos'd author of Douglas is a 
clergyman: and what muſt: be carefully 
obſerv'd, is {aid to. have ſome peculiar 
qualities, ſuch as learning, eloquence and 
wit, inſomuch, that his company has been 
very much ſought after by perſons of ſu- 
erior ſtation; and what is worlt of all, 
Fo is young. Now, as it is a thing perfectly 
new in this country, for a clergyman to 
write a tragedy, I do not ſee what title 
this raſh young man had to go. out of the 
common road. In our neighbouring coun- 
try, a Dr. Young, or a Dr. Brown, may 
pals uncenſur d, after having written trage- 
dies of ſome liitle reputation; for they are 
dignified clergymen, and have a good right 
to ſhew talents ſuperior to moſt other ec- 
cleſiaſticks; but in this church, which is 
founded on presbyterian parity, he is a 
bold man indeed, who ventures ta diſtin- 
guiſh himſelf above his brethren. 
_ Beſides in the exerciſe, of his poetical 
gifts, he muſt have gone through a courſe 
of ſtudy altogether foreign to his duty as 
a clergyman ;, he mult have waſted a great 
deal of precious time, in waking himſelf 
maſter of the Greek and Roman' poets, 
| and 
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and other heathen authors of pernicious 
tendency; and indeed if he be a true poet, 
muſt have been guilty of the heinous ſin 
of idolatry, in paying little leſs than divine 
honours to his muſe. And if our author 
poſſeſſes the ſuperior talents aſcrib*d to him, 
ſo much the more deſerving of puniſhmert 
has he made himſelf, by proſtituting his 
genius to prophane uſes, and employing 
the parts beſtowed on him for important 
purpoles, in the ſervice of Me/pomene a 
goddeſs of heathen extraction 

Had this youth of genius followed the 
true theological track, and devoted himſelf 
to ſmoaking tobacco, to drinking of ale, and 
the ſtudy of controverſy, which has been ſo 
beneficial to the Chriſtian church, he might 
have made his name immortal, by ſome 
valuable treatiſe, like the late account of 
the preſent ſtate of Judas Iſcariot; or, the 
candid and impartial eſtimate of the pro- 
fit aud boſs of religim. Had he employ- 
ed himſelf in the ſtudy of city politics, and 
human nature, he would certainly have 
become a maſter in experimental preach- 
ing, and one day might have produc'd 
ſome ſuch {ſearching piece of eloquence, 
as, the riſe and fall of Haman ; or, the 
other characteriſtical diſcourſe of an emi- 
Nis nent 
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nent author. Had he followed the uſe- 
ful occupation of farming, or {ent the ſa- 
vings of his ſtipend as a venture to ſea, or 
dealt in the gentlemany trade of horſe- 
couping, he might have been tolerated ; 
for ſuch things are nor without precedent 
among the brethren. Much more would 
he have been accounted blameleſs, or 
praiſe-worthy, had he ſpent his time in 
managing a burgh, or in ſauntering about 
| booklellers ſhops, or in diverting "himſelf 
with his children by the fire-f1de, or in 
incloſing his glebe with his own hands, 
or in attending all the burial and chriſt- 
ning feaſts, or in digging his own garden, | 
or any other inoffenſive and profirable me- 
thod of making the lazy hours paſs light- 
ly away, practis'd | in city or country. 
Beſides, chis gentleman, as I am inform- 
ed, within the compaſs of nine or ten | T 
years, has made no leſs than two trips to Ti 
London, for two or three months at a | 
time, and thereby deſerted his charge, | 1 
and expoled himſelf to the high cenſure 
due for non- reſidence. It is very true, 
that many other miniſters in Scotland, have 
been frequently abſent from their charges 
for a longer ſpace; and it is particularly 
the cuſtom in this city, (where no man | 
Can 
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can ſay that miniſterial duty is. not careful 
ly performed in all its parts) for the mini- 
ſters annually to make a journey to the 
country, eſpecially during the harveſt var 
cation, inſomucb, that were it not for the 
uncommon ſtrength and henevolence of 
one b r, the inhabitants behoved to 
call in the neighbouring miniſters, to join 
them together in wedlock, and chriſten 
their children. | But then it muſt be no- 
ticed, that as the town is totally deſerted 
by people of condition at that ſeaſon of the 
year, any. body is thought g good enough 
to preach to the vulgar citizens; {0 likewiſe 
there is a very wide difference betwixt the 
employments of our young author, and 
thoſe of the pious and diligent paſtors of 
Edinburgh: for they, good men, are ei- 
ther travelling for their healths, or paying 
court to their patrons, or relaxing their 
minds, worn out with ſpiritual cares, at 
mineral waters, or ſhewing the world to 
their gentle ſpouſes, and their gentle ſpouſes | 
to'the world, or ſtrengthenin g their parties 
in diſtant presby teries, or ſeeking eccleſi- 
aſtical preferment ; whilſt this extravagant 
author, againſt all order, regularity and 

cuſtom, is endeavouring to obtain for 


himſelf a place inthe annals of taſte and li- 
terature; 


terature, by this deteſted tragedy of Dou- 
glas, which is the cauſe of all my perplex- 
ity and trouble. Thanks to the watch- 
ful guardian of this church, and the 
power worſhipped by the uncontroulable 
ruler of the Engliſh ſtage! he has not yet 
been able to gratify the better half of his 
wiſhes; and in tliem I truſt with joy, for 
the full diſappointment of all his future en- 
deavours. i eee ONT 3:00] 
There is one circumſtance J cannot re- 
flect upon, without che utmoſt ſurprize, 
grief and indignation. It is, that, accord- 
ing to the beſt information J can receive, 
this ſame audacious theatrical divine is ex- 
tremely popular in his own pariſh; and not 
only popular, (for I have known pious 
miniſters much- admired for their preach- 
ing, and yet, thro' the malice of Satan, 
brought into contempt in other reſpects) 
but entirely eſteemed and beloved by eve- 
ry ſingle perſon there. Now, this cir- 
cumſtance concerning our young author, 
I the rather believe to be true, becauſe it 
conſiſts with my own obſervation, that 
many young brethren, much of the ſame 


ſtamp with himſelf, in ſpite of all the ſe- 


cret artifices, or open attacks of the g—Iy, 
have ſome how or other preſerved the e- 


ſteem 
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ſteem and affections of their pariſhioners. 
There is nothing that relates to the preſent 


ſtate of the church that hath given me 


me more real affliction, or occaſioned more 
perplexing thoughts in my hours of deſer- 
tion. The wiles of Satan are as endleſs 


as his malignity is great; and moſt ſuc- 


ceſsfully of all, he attacks religion in the 
ſhape of human virtue: by enduing 


thoſe fine modern miniſters with candor, 
openeſs, humanity, and an affectionate 


concern for the welfare of their pariſhio- 


ners, he blinds the carnal minds of the 


people, ſo that they cannot perceive how 
deficient they are in true grace: whereas, 
by infuſing cunning, envy, covetouſneſs 
and ſpiritual pride, into the hearts of ma- 
ny godly and orthodox brethren, he 
weakens their hands, and deſtroys the ef- 
fects of all their zeal and labour. 
My fourth reaſon is, that the tragedy of 
Douglas is ſaid by ſome ſanguine friends 
of the author, to be an honour to our 
country. It is true, that ſome great men 
of antiquity have thought it very honou- 
rable to be able to compole a tragedy ; and 
having acquired all other kinds of fame, 
have repined when that could not be ad- 
ded to compleat their glory, But theſe 
men 


a truth ſo dangerous 
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men have been generally heathens, and 
can in no reſpect become examples to us. 
Neither do J think it is very likely, that 
in this cold, barren, and remote country, 
in which there is ſo litile encouragement 
for the induſtrious manufacturer, and ad- 
ventrous merchant, much leſs for ſuch 
uſeleſs members of ſociety, as the compo- 
fers of idle poems; or that out of the bo- 
ſom of the pooreſt and moſt deſpiſed, tho 
the beſt church in the world, there can 
poſſibly have ariſen a tragic poet to rival 
Sophocles and Euripides, Corneille and 
Racine, Shakeſpear and Otway. For my 
part, I will not believe that he reſembles 
any of theſe great prophane men but one, 
and that only in one ſingle circumſtance, 
viz. his having miſtaken his employment. 
For Euripides was' at firſt bred.to be a 


wreſtler ; but he was ſoon found unfit for 
that manly and Jaborious profeſſion, and 


therefore, like our author, obliged to turn 

a maker of tragedies, 5 
But if it were really true that the trage- 
dy of Douglas conduc'd ſo much to the 
honour of our country, it ought to be 
kept as dead a ſecret as the flouriſhing ſtate 
of any of our manufactures; and no 
perſon who has the leaſt regard for his 
native-Jand, will be ever brought to own 
to our proſperity. 
5 Have 
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Have we not the greateſt reaſon in the 
world to fear that the Engliſh miniſtry, 


with whom we do not ſtand ina very fa- 
vourable light ſince the rebellion, will take 


it very much amils, that any body here 
ſhould have the preſumption to think he 
can write the Engliſh language as well as 
they can do in London? Is it not highly 


probabic, that if ſuch an inſult ſhould e- 
ver reach their ears, they will load us 
with ſome ,new tax, to keep down our 
ambitious ſpirit? I have often heard it af- 
firmed, that the French duty would not 
have been.demanded for claret, but things 
allow'd to go on as they have done ſince 
the union, had it not been for that ſu- 


perb and magnificent building cal'd the | 


New-Exchange, which no doubt will ſur- 
pals all the exchanges in the world, when 
Once it is finiſhed. | , 

As itis therefore of the eee 
ance to the welfare of our country, to 
prevent any jealouſy from riſing in the 
minds of the Fngliſh, let us induſtriouſly 
loppreſs every appearance of genius ard 
ſpirit ; and I am perſuaded no good Scotſ- 
man, however prejudic'd he may be, will 


grudge to ſacrifice our ſingle tragedy of 
Douglas to the intereſt and prolperity of 
his country. What would David Garrick 
. ſay, were it politbie for him to hear, 


that 
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that a tragedy he rejected, as cold and 
unaffecting, made the whole city of E- 
dinburgh almoſt mad for a fortnight, and 
drew endleſs tears and lamentations from e- 
very ſpectator? Let us, by one bold ſtroke, 
deliver ourſelves from all future appre- 
henſions. I am perſuaded that a ſeaſon- 
able example of this kind, will deter other 
entecprizing young men, from turning 
their talents to the ſervice of the ſtage; 
for, tho? it be true, that one precedent 
like Douglas, is enough to bring us an 
hundred tragedies in a year; yet Lam 
very hopeful, that after this neceſſary ſeve- IJ 
rity ſhewn to that piece, there will be but 
very few hardy enough, to trouble us for a 
long time with compoſitions of that na- 
ture: Next Wedneſday then, let it be pu- 
blickly burnt by the hands of the hang- 
| man, and I ſhall exceedingly rejoice, that 
I have been inſtrumental (thoꝰ unworthy) 
do fave my country from ruin, and pre- 
vent the downfall of trac religion 
My fifth reaſon js, that the tragedy of 
Douglas has certainly given great offence 
to the nobility and gentry of Scotland. 
For fince it is accounted, however falſely, 
a proof of learning and genius to have 
written a. ſucceſsful tragedy, were not the 
laity intitled to lead in a matter of fo 
much importance? and is it not the height | | 
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of folly and preſumption, for this raſh 
young man to ſtep in before his betters, 
and take upon him, forſooth, to raiſe the 
reputation of his country higher than ever 
it was before, for fine writing, which is 
the firſt and moſt excellent of the fine arts? 
Have not the gentry in Scotland been al- 
ways jealous of the increaſing power, and 
abilities of the clergy 2 What ele could 
have induc'd them, againſt their own in- 
tereſt, to favour preſentations, of which 
more than two thirds are in the hands of 
the crown? Beſides, from the ſucceſs of 
Douglas, and the boaſted merit of that 
performance, the laity have good ground 
to fear, that the next application to parli- 
ament for an augmentation of {tipends, 
will be more ſucceſsful than the former; for 
the Engliſh lords and commons will no 
doubt think it great pity, tbat men of ſo 
much learning and ability ſhould be con- 
fin'd all their days to offices not ſo luera- 
tive, tho? a little more honourable, than 
"thoſe they eaſily procure for a favourite 
footman. 5 | | 
And here it is but juſt to own, that re- 
ligion has gain'd one conſiderable advan- 
tage by the tragedy of Douglas. For ſe- 
veral perſons, not remarkable heretofore 
for their zeal and piety, have been late- 


ly obſery'd to expreſs themſelves with a 


proper 


Er at] 


proper degree of warmth, in behalf of 
religion, and the ſanctity of the miniſterial 
character. Thus it was likewiſe during 
the dependance of the augmentation 
ſcheme ; for there was then a manifeſt 
increaſe of zealous profeſſors. I hope 
our new converts will perfevere, and bring 
forth fruit, longer than they did. 
I have many other reaſons to add, but 
underſtand 1 am-happily' prevented by the 
zeal and vigilance of the presbytery of 
Edinburgh, who by their wiſe conduct 
have already rais'd ſuch a cry, as the ge- 
neral aſſembly itſelf will hardly be able to 
{ilence. ' They have long been the lead- 
ing. presbytery in the church, and after 
this maſter-ſtroke of ingenious zeal, I ſoon 
hope to ſee them dictate to every other 
presbytery in Scotland. For obſerve their 
admirable conduct; they ſcorn'd to attack 
the ſtage on its weak ſide of comedy, or 
even on that of exceptionable tragedies; 
but have waited inany years with ghe ut- 
moſt coolneſs and patience, till a tragedy 
| appear'd with which every mortal was 
- highly delighted, and which the beſt jud- 
- ges pronounced to be one of the moſt mo- 
ral poems that ever was compos'd; and 
þ that ſtrongeſt part of the ſtage, to ſhew 
- their undaunted courage and zeal, they 
1 _ fave manfully attack'd with all their for- 
c Akt: | | | 
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ces. But further, to ſhew the world ih 


goodneſs of their cauſe, they have broke 
through all the barriers of the ſacred cha- 


ra&er, and overturn'd the independent ju- 


riſdiction of 
ter. = % een 
In this wonderful letter, they have taken 


presbyteries by a ſingle ſets: 


7 42 


an effectual courſe with thoſe brethren, who 
had the aſſurance to go and ſee the trage- 
dy of Douglas, in the preſence of many 
of the judges of the land, the greateſt part 
of the ruling elders in the church, and the 
beſt and worthieſt perſons of every parifh 
In town ; and who have been frequently 
heard to ſay, that they did not think tragedy 
unlawful, that it might often do good, and 
was by no means contrary to ſcripture, or 
the laws of the church. But theſe prieſts 
of Baal ſhall ſoon be made ſenſible how un- 
decent it is for them to partake of the far 
vourite amuſment of perſons of rank, and 


how dangerous to taſte of pleaſures, other- 
wile innocent, th 
care for. 


at their brethren do not 


I am informed too, that the reverend 


presbytery have prepared a warning and 
- admonition, - and are ſoon to volley the 
thunders of the church, againſt the ſup- 
' porters of the tragedy of Douglas. The 
ſtorm no douht will be very great, for 


it has been long in gathering. And as they 


per mit 


| ( 23) 
permit you to {in on for two weeks long- 
er, (for the paper is not to be read till the 
laſt Sunday of the month) you may firmly 
believe, my fellow citizens, they will make 
you ſmart the more ſeverely for all, You. 
are well acquainted with the clear and re- 
oular, and impartial conduct of the preſ- 
bytery as a court, as well as with the de- 
cency, ſobriety, and purity of a great ma- 
ny of the leading members in this affair. 
Be not therefore ſo head-ſtrong, as to 
Juoge for yourſelves in time to come ; but 
be ſo wiſe as to uſe the advantages you 
3 and ſurrender yourſelves implicit- 
y to the direction of your paſtors. What 
tho' you have ground to believe, they do 
not act in this matter preciſely according 
to their ſentiments, remember that religion 
is at ſtake, and you muſt forgive them. 
Have but patience for a little while, and 
they will ſoon ſlacken their diſcipline. Wo 
1s me, that the nature of man cannot be 
altered ! When this perſonal attack is once 
over, what reaſon have I to hope, that 
they will take any more notice of plays, 
than they did heretofore ! Some of theſe 
devout father-confeſſors have artieled with. 
their fair young penitents for two plays 
a week the reſt of the winter, if they 
would but abſtain from the tragedy of 
Douglas. What a key this private _ 
tC 
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dote is. to a great part of their conduct 
I cannot [conclude this work without 
congratulating the reverend presbytery u- 
pon their Zeal and courage, and the ſuc- 
ceſs of their laudable endeavours; and ad- 
miring that wonderful concurrence of cir- 
cumſtances, that has produc'd ſuch an 2 
ſsal harmony of ſentimenis among them. 
If it ſhould long continue, bleſt be the 
day that brought w light the tragedy of 
Douglas! for union and peace among 
brethren, are to he purchas d at any e 
PET. CE. 5 8 
But let not the choſen and faithful fe A 


be too confident in this temporary union 


occaſion'd perhaps by paſſions the ſimple © 

reader is little aware of, Proceed ye, ou 
ſacred band! with vigour and reſolution, 

before the children of this world recover 

their wiſdom again; if you do not ſtrike 
the blow now, never more hope to find 
them at your Mercy 3 and as the firſt ſtep 
to a full victory over this vile tragedy, 
move the presbytery to come in a body 
next Wedneſday, to the place where the 
croſs once ſtood, preciſely at one o'clock; 
and you ſhall behold, that abomination of 
abominations devour'd oy flames hotter 
than your hotteſt zeal. „ 


